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Tales from the River
Imogen 
Radford
One of 24 projects about the 

Brecks Fen Edge and Rivers
supported by National Lottery Heritage Fund

Supplied by Pat Baldwin

The main rivers
and tributaries
in the Brecks 
and Fen Edge
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The Brecks Fen Edge 
and Rivers Landscape 
Partnership Scheme 

(BFER) 

project area

The Brecks and Fen Edge, topographical map
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Google My Maps 
BFER round logo 

Historic watery 
recreation 
spots 
– 129 so far…

Lakenheath Mill Pond, 1947. Shared with permission of Lakenheath Heritage Group

Gathering 
stories: 
oral history 
interviews, 
written input, 
chats at 
events,
walks,
talks, 
social media 
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Gathering 
stories and
photos:
of recreation
in/on/by
rivers 
and other 
waters; 
and of 
trade,
industry, 
travel

Brandon Bridge, 1943.       Supplied by Pat Baldwin

Places for river recreation: 
fords, bridges, ferries, 
staunches, mills, quarries…

Santon Staunch, 1947.       Supplied by Pat BaldwinBurwell cock up bridge
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Open 
Government 
Licence

River Lark

Bury St Edmunds

Isleham

Cut Off Channel

The Pepperpot, originally a wind 
powered pumping engine

A gang of Mildenhall Fen Drainage Board lighters, 1913
Mildenhall and District Museum
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Sugar beet being 
delivered by 
horse and cart,
Cantley sugar 
beet factory, 1912

Supplied by Roger Warner
Sugar beet being carried by barges
Wissington sugar beet factory, 1970
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Isleham Ferry, 
Autobiography,
Charles Spurgeon 1897

A baptism at Isleham Ferry
Isleham Society

Baptisms in the ‘River Jordan’ 

Mildenhall and 
District Museum

Baptism at 
Judes Ferry, 
West Row, 
1914
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Mildenhall and 
District Museum

River Lark at Wamil
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Supplied by
Ivan Cane

Looking downstream to Turf Lock with lighters

Supplied by 
David Addy, St 
Edmundsbury 
Chronicle website

Looking upstream to Town Bridge with lighter
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Workers at 
Mildenhall 
Turf lock 
around 
1889

From the collection of 
the late Alan H. Faulkner
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Mildenhall and 
District Museum

Gasworks, Gas Lock and Pen 

Gas Pool

Supplied by 
David Addy, St 
Edmundsbury 
Chronicle website
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Parkers Mill, 
rebuilt 1908, 
the Ship Inn,
1960s

Mildenhall and 
District Museum

Parkers Mill, 
the Ship Inn,
1980s

Mildenhall and 
District Museum
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The Ship Inn,
1980s,
Parkers Mill, 

Mildenhall and 
District Museum

The Dolvers, now 
Jubilee Fields

Mildenhall and 
District Museum
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Barton Mills 

Mildenhall and 
District Museum

Mildenhall and District Museum

Marstons Mill, Icklingham, mid 20th century

Icklingham Mill, early 20th century
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Temple Bridge in 1976, built 1912
Supplied by David Addy, St Edmundsbury Chronicle website

Temple Bridge in 2007 
© Bob Jones, Geograph

Icklingham 
(Farthing) 
Bridge with 
staunch 
and lock 
remains, 
about 1905

Supplied by 
David Addy, St 
Edmundsbury 
Chronicle 
website
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Walton Burrell collection, 
reproduced with permission 
of Suffolk Archives

Soldiers at 
Duck Sluice,
Fornham
August 1915

Soldiers at Duck Sluice, Fornham, August 1915

Walton Burrell 
collection, 
held at
Suffolk Archives
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Philip Doubleday with daughters Angela, r, Caroline, Jan 1966
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Fen skating 
mid 1980s
Supplied by 
Colin Ashton

Open 
Government 
Licence

Lakenheath Lode, 
Rivers Little Ouse, 
Thet, Blackbourn

Cut Off Channel

Lakenheath 
Lode
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Open 
Government 
Licence

Cut Off Channel

River 
Wissey

Thanks
To you for listening
To our oral history interviewees 
and all who told us their stories
and let us use their photos

More information: 
osbrecks.co.uk ; 
https://brecks.org/;
BFER YouTube channel

West Row (?),  early 1940s.  Supplied by Colin Ashton  

http://osbrecks.co.uk/
https://brecks.org/
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