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Gathering
stories:

oral history
interviews,
written input,
chats at
events,
walks,

talks,

social media
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Lakenheath Mill Pond, 1947.Shared with permission of Lakenheath Heritage Group
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Gathering
stories and
photos:

of recreation
in/on/by
rivers

and other
waters;
and of
trade,
industry,
travel

Brandon Bridge, 1943.  Supplied by Pat Baldwin

Places for river recreation:
fords, bridges, ferries,
staunches, mills, quarries...

Burwell cock up bridge Santon Staunch, 1947.  Supplied by Pat Baldwin
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Cut Off Channel

Isleham

River Lark

Open
Government
Licence
Bury St Edmunds
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The Pepperpot, originally a wind

" powered pumping engine

A gang of Mildenhall Fen Drainage Board lighters, 1913
Mildenhall and District Museum



Sugar beet being
; . delivered by
horse and cart,
Cantley sugar
beet factory, 1912

<«

Sugar beet being carried by barges

2 Supplied by Roger Warner
Wissington sugar beet factory, 1970
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The Isleham Ferry drawbridge about 1900. The man in the
middle is Pastor Wilson of the Pound Lane Baptist Chapel
(Arthur Houghton collection.)
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A Good Tonfession — Baytism, T&'GS from the River ie

Baptisms in the ‘River Jordan’

Isleham Ferry,
Autobiography,
Charles Spurgeon 1897

A baptism at Isleham Ferry
Isleham Society

Tales from the River @ ©

Baptism at
Judes Ferry,
West Row,
1914

Mildenhall and
District Museum
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Pastor Eric Woodroffe baptising an American serviceman in
the Little Wash at Isleham on 11 September 1982; this was the
first river baptism for some ten vears. (Vernon R Place.)

¥

; “" ‘l\{:'.
ﬂ'm\,‘ -

An Isleham Church Street Baptist Chapel outing in about 1900.
(Arthur Houghton collection.)



Mildenball Gala and Aquatic Fete 1889
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Below — The steering pole of the second lighter and the jorming
poleof the rear lighter can be clearly seen in this three-lighter gang
about to depart on a Sunday outing. from March c. 190S.
(Photo—Brian Hillsdon,)
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River Lark at Wamil

Mildenhall and
District Museum
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Looking downstream to Turf Lock with lighters ,Tales from the River = ©

Supplied by
Ivan Cane

Looking upstream to Town Bridge with lighter .Tales from the River = °

Supplied by
David Addy, St
: T Edmundsbury
vern Bane Musoemmpee ¢ :
Towven Bymer { Chronicle website
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Workers at
Mildenhall
Turf lock
around
1889

From the collection of
the late Alan H.Faulkner

MiLpensALL Gas WORKS: PART OF THE GASOMETER CAN BE SEEN ON THE LEFT
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Mildenhall and
District Museum
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Gas Pool

Supplied by

David Addy, St
Edmundsbury :
Chronicle website &
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Parkers Mill,
rebuilt 1908, &=
the Ship Inn, &
1960s

Mildenhall and
District Museum
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Parkers Mill,
the Ship Inn,
1980s

Mildenhall and
District Museum

17



04/05/2025

Tales from the River % ©
| =SS

(] [

The Ship Inn,
1980s,
Parkers Mill,

Mildenhall and
District Museum

The Dolvers, now
Jubilee Fields

Mildenhall and
District Museum
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Barton Mills

Mildenhall and
District Museum
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Icklingham Mill, early 20t century

Mildenhall and District Museum
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Temple Bridge in 2007
© Bob Jones, Geograph

Temple Bridge in 1976, built 1912
Supplied by David Addy, St Edmundsbury Chronicle website
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Icklingham
(Farthing)
Bridge with
staunch

- and lock
remains,
about 1905

Supplied by
David Addy, St
Edmundsbury
Chronicle

THE. BRIDGE , ICKLINGHAM ol TR website
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Soldiers at
Duck Sluice,
Fornham
August 1915

Walton Burrell collection,
reproduced with permission
of Suffolk Archives

Soldiers at Duck Sluice, Fornham, August 1915 .Tales from the River & ®

Walton Burrell
collection,

held at

Suffolk Archives

21



Mildenhall & the River Lark o e

that ran through the

Wanigatien caal rtwer 18 chalk vivw towns and villages of
- the Bredos

L)
N b G | O o VB
e s o o ¢t

Mikberhadt Cyvtreg Clabe
Tt o vy
P T apicis iy

-
1A 1 S o A S, g
Lapren e e ot e s oo
e 408 —— Bl o Fat o
—

St b e e me et Vo bl e

Cavenham, Icklingham & the River Lark

Creerhinn mesT), wataged al  tesls hekige

By Ratienl Cogtasd 1 e 0 bt By b ooy — - - -
[ Wb o S o o 0 e b e

e i e et vt § g iiam eion . T g s o et i

1 N Pt e g o 2 e Bt !

T G 3 I PA 0e Pt sy 07 A
revitenit

e arad (Leaaien banting

000 e et M By T 4 T Sy S B
. e

—

P ah Bea et 04T e A gt
-t

T W M i s e o Vo -
-

Wtar o e P
T O T A T e o ————
- o - - ) e Bt - — ~“~ﬂ—.- —
TR ¥ g e Y R
o o o e i, P gt Vi —
L e - — -t
ESCRS T
- onN—,

04/05/2025

22



%
@ Maps of the river Lark a

fivers snake a0t0as 1he Brecks impertant in a landscape ™at is

foresl, haath and feemland, Long used Tor trensport asd meving

hesvy things often the muson why towns ar v

grew up

whers they ore, important for blodiversiy and witslife, an valued

by people for recteation and appreciation of natere

Nap Righlighling e tirers cronsing the Bracts

Tha river Lark riges souts of Bwry St Edmunds, lows throagh

villagas, Nildenhall, thun joing the Great Ousw that llows

taruugh King's Lynn to the Wark

W Icklingham Mill artist =

The painter Alfcod Richard Blundel livod at icklingham Mill in the
aany 20th century and becams renownad for his architeciural and
andscapa pantings and drawings

I'nis image shows lckhingham Mal in drypoint, a technigue similar
1D engraving
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¥ Boat trade on the river

For centunes the river was the best way 1o carry heavy gooas
Hury St Edmunds Abbay was rabuilt in around 1020 with Sarna
stone carried up the nver Lark fram Petecboroagh

In the 161h ang early 191h century the river was busy with coal
und corn heing laken from Mildennali up to Bury and ta villages
nlong the way in 1845 10,000 tons of goods ware carnod in rivar
barges catad hg

1ees on the 16.milg (20 km) navegation
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A skating match at Littleport in 1891; Tommy Wells, the

author's uncle, is the skater on the right. (Illustrated London
News.)

TR

Philip Doubleday with daughters Angela, r, Caroline, Jan 1966
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Fen skating
mid 1980s
Supplied by
Colin Ashton
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b ) Statutory Main River Map 'Tales from the River =0

River
Wissey

Open
Government
Licence

Cut Off Channel ; 5

Tales from the River & ©

Thanks

To you for listening

To our oral history interviewees
and all who told us their stories
and let us use their photos

More information:
osbrecks.co.uk ;
https://brecks.org/;
BFER YouTube channel

West Row (?), early 1940s. Supplied by Colin Ashton
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http://osbrecks.co.uk/
https://brecks.org/
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