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Appendix 21
Copy of reply from Mr .J. Deacon, Local Historian:

Dear Miss Batstone,

Reference your letter of 4th August asking for information of swimming
facilities available in Thetford, Your inguiry is unusual, and T must admit it has taken
me by surprise, I have never given much thought to this subject previously believing
it to be a ‘foregone conclusion’, lessons in the art of swimming, since education
became compulsory, was taught to all. It most certainly was during the late 1920%
when [ was being schooled. And no one was excused

Pre war Thetford was a very small town. The population was then below
4,000, Entertainment for the young was limited and not what is expected by today's
voung. We in fact made our own entertainment, and during the summer months, the
river was one of our chief sources of entertamment,

NUNS BRIDGES SWIMMING POOL. There were a number of locations for
learning how to swim other than the swimming baths - or sheds located by the Nun's
Bridges. It cost money (2 pence) to enter this domain and because the town was
rural, not many parents could afford such luxury for their children. However, all ages
were want to use this facility at one time or another.

This loecation also had an attendant, it was his job to see those inside never
exceeded their time limit - [ believe it to have been an hour per person for his or her
'uppence’. It did not mean this rule was strictly adhered to; if it was cold weather
and not many were using the baths or sheds the attendant closed a blind eye on how
long one risked dyving from exposure. In my day this person was a Mr Swinger.

The swimming baths were dredged annually and designed in a manner that
one end was 'shallow’ and used for those not really able to swim, and the other end
was known as the 'deep’ end. The shallow end was never more than about three feet
{1 metre) in depth whilst the deep end - used by those that could swim - could have
been as much as eight feet... The deep end had two spring boards, one bolted in to
the concrete surrounds for early divers, and the other perched on a scaffolding some
eight feet above the water for those that wanted to show all how brave and artistic
they were in the art of diving

Backing the baths were two communal and a number of wooden cubicles.
The cubicles had to be paid for beside the entry fee, The communal ones were male
and female respectively and use of them was included in the entry fee.

As children with no money, there was a way of entering the location without
paying. The down stream - shallow - end towards Nuns Bridges was open to the
river without surrounding undergrowth and rushes to navigate, Many of us would
undress by the bridges and quietly move into the river close to the baths, then when
the coast was clear, slide around the concrete surroundings projecting into the water
and on into the shallow end. Sometimes the attendant caught us, many times he did
niot.




Appendix 21

The swimming season opened on the 15t May annually. Swimming lessons
while at school were a 'must’. No one was excused unless a mother wrote a stern
letter to the school forbidding her dear child to be included in this ceremony of
washing all over in river water. Come hail, rain, wind or sometimes shine, for the
young males of Thetford Council School that had been taught how to swim, every
Wednesday afternoon in the swimming season, they were marched from Norwich
Road to Nuns Bridges, towel and swimming trunks rolled firmly under the nght arm,
to take part in the art of how to hide from the immediate prospect of getting wet.
Especially when it was cold.

To hide was a forlorn hope - Mr Ambrose who, as navigator of a bomber,
was to be killed by enemy action in 1942 - would fling open the cubicle doors, chase
all who had slipped around the corrugated fencing to the rear of the cubicles from
cover, line all up on the waters edge, blow his whistle, and into the water all went.
Those hanging back after the whistle was blown, if it was known they could swim,
would be given a firm nudge to help them on their way. | was always included in this

category

For those unable to swim, [ believe it was a Tuesday afternoon they were
subject to the rigours of swimming with the assistance of a car tyre inner tube. It's so
long ago now [ really do not remember my early lessons.

THETFORD RIVERS. The pre war rivers of Britain were not polluted as
they are today. The two rivers of Thetford, during the high days of summer were
always an attraction to both young and old alike. And there were many locations one
could make use of

Melford Bridge Pool, Bamham River, the Sand Hole, the Chalk Hole, the
First Staunch, Whip Comer, the Second Staunch, and Two Mile Bottom are some
All had their special facilities to attract bathers.

Melford Bridge was quite deep. Some said twenty fieet. This location was
well upstream from the dam and only the experienced used it. Barnham River is the
location still used on Barnham Cross Common. The river then was moderately deep,
slow flowing, not too wide, and all used it, especially when camping out on the
COTIITomn.

The Sand Hole was exactly where the Blaydon Bridge at Brandon Road
crosses the river, This was quite shallow and as its prefix suggests, it was sandy
bottomed. This location was used by those young and unable to swim. It was here
the older members of a family would teach their younger brothers and sisters to
FWim.

The Chalk Hole was about twenty vards up stream from the sand hole and
about ten yards from the First Staunch. Here it was quite deep and fast flowing. Only
the brave swam in this location for the under-tow of the staunch could suck one
under, I remember ‘Bonso’ Smart being a victim of this under-tow, but lived to tell
the tale.

-2
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The First Staunch swimming area was much the same as it is today, but
| cleaner by far. It was here I taught my children (5) in the late 1950's early 1960's
5 how to survive in water
' Whip Comner is downstream of the Staunch and almost opposite the
Sewerage Farm - and its wretched outfall. Then quite deep and wide, and fast
flowing. On occasions, when as a youth one felt brave enough, this is where he
showed his pals how strong a swimmer he was.

The Second Staunch was a place where only a few visited. Usually when
hiking along the river bank from Thetford to Two Mile Bottom. As much as |
remember of it, it was a foreboding place but immediately downstream from the

i gates it was quite deep, clean of all weeds, and not too fast running. Trees over
' hanging the water kept it dark and, for me, it was not an inviting place at all

Two Mile Bottom was a place all Thetford , young and not so young visited
Here a Mr Clark kept a wooden caravan of late 1800's vintage and a spring board
over the river for all to use. Here was an iron surrounded well, quite close to the
river that gave marvellously cold, clear, sparkling spring
water - the iron surround and well being placed by Fison who had his manure works
close by, and here was the place all came to camp i

The river was clean, slow flowing, deep in spots, shallow in others. All knew

' where he or she could swim in with comfort. 1 remember it as the place I spent most
of my Summer holidays from school at. Camping out for days at a time until food
i ran out, then home for some more. We all walked there and back for there was no
such thing as a bike to ride on for youngsters.

The war in pre war days was subject to weed cutting on a regular basis. It
was only a few decades since the river had been dredged for navigable
purposes..... pollution from the sewage plant and industries has killed off most of
what was once the ecology of the river. 1 would most certainly not venture to dip my
toes in it now, much less the entire body.

SPORTS CENTRE. During the late 1950's a local person, the late Mr Tom Smith,
organised a public subscription to raise enough money for & new swimming pool to
be built. There were a number of sites considered, all were on the west side of the
river.

By the late 1960's a sum of £30,000 had been raised; then local authorities
took over the raising of the monies, giving Tom Smith and his workers little or no
recognition for their work,

The money raised was used to build the first stage of the Sports Centre.
Ignoring the site's proposed by Tom Smith, it was the local authorities that chose
Croxton Road as the place for the new centre, their reason being that it was Crown
land and therefore relatively cheap to buy.

Now, | believe T have given you enough material here for you to be able to sort
something out of it. If not, you must ask me for more. Of course, you can always
visit me if you believe I can enlighten you on 'past’ Thetford more.

Sincerely,

Jim Deacon -3 -




Maostly paddling and bathing in the River Thet near the Bridge Tavern.
Northwards from this point over the old railway bridge crossing, there was an
area known as West Meadow. Following the Thet up stream through the
meadow were three spots used for swimming, The first was the four foot,
second was the ten foot, then at the far end was the sand hole. This is where
most of the bathing was done and where [ taught myself to swim. Walking out
into mid stream and then striking back to the bank. This was all very fine until
the farmer chased you off.

The Water Meadows down stream on the Quse was also very popular with
children living in the St. Nicholas Street district. (1 never used this spot). Two
nile Bottom common was also a favounte spol. Cycling down from Thetford.
The meres (Langmere and Fowlmere) were also popular, as was the Red
Arches at Knettishall Heath

1930 - 1939

Thetford Open Air Swimming Pool was opened in 1922 (see copy of the
relevant page of the old Thetford Guide). 1 used this in the summer 2 - 3 times
a week In September 1939 | was called up into the Army and thus only used
the pool occasionally when home on leave

1956 onwards

After the war & Mr Lowndes who owned the Nunnery Estate gave the town a
strip of land opposite the pool. The Council then constructed a timber bridge
over the river so those who could not swim could enjoy themselves on the
grass bank.

Rumour has it that around 1960 a dead cow landed up in the pool and as this
caused a health problem the pool was closed. Around 1970 the Council
constructed (off Croxton Road) the present enclosed heated swimming pool. 1
was & Council member who travelled to St Albans to inspect a pool which had
incorporated the new idea of the pools water being at deck level Thetford's
new pool was on a similar design {The notorious architect Poulson was the
designer)

If any of this requires enlightenment please don't hesitate to contact me by
phone: 764692,
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M e enss

The deck level swimming pool at St Albans was in a large parked area
and run by an American concern called the Church of God, a magnificent pool
designed by one notorious Poulson. We liked it so much that we decided to
have a pool like that. It was paid for by the Council and we took on the funds
that had been raised by Mr Smith and his committee, several thousand they
raised, incredible really. Poulson apparently was the first chap to think of
something like the deck level pool.

I used to love swimming. 1 was Chairman of the old river pool, the
Parks and Pleasure Grounds (from 1948) , when 1 was on the Council for
thirty odd vears (till 1976). Old Mr Drake, lovely old man, was the caretaker
down there and also of the museum, and he used to sell chocolate bars, lovely
hazelnut chocolate for a penny. Duncan's from Edinburgh, a little piece of
enjoyment to have after a swim. Mr Drake didn't teach swimming. He was
much too old for that, quite an old gentleman, nice old boy though.

I believe people used to swim in that area before the Council built that
pool, as part of the unemployment scheme. The concreting also continued in
all that area around Spring Walks. After Mr Lowndes gave us that piece of
land opposite we had that bridge put over. It was a rickety-rackety bridge
made of old telegraph poles lashed together. We used to use it as a sunbathing
area on the other bank.

I'd moved on to Town Development Committee and no longer used the
pool so much and T wasn't aware of what was going on. 1 know originally they
put in lorry loads of sand and that was a lovely sandy bottom from one end to
the other, but over the years the mud used to wash down stream from higher
up and pile up, and I remember diving in and coming out the colour of coal,
covered in mud. By the end of the season it got stirred up. The flat area used
to be for grazing, then they dredged the river one year and all the material was
used to raise the land and it was grassed.

The grown ups did use it but not so many as the young, I used to go
down nearly every evening. 1 remember once going in early September, right at
the end of the season, one Sunday. I went down and the temperature dropped
to 47, Coorr! it was so cold. I think Sunday bathing before that was highly
unlikely because I had an old uncle on the Council, Alderman George Squires,
and he would not allow anything on the recreation ground, not tennis, nothing!
S0 1 don't think the pool could've been. But this particular morning, about
1930, 1 distinctly remember it. The six day working week obviously had an
effect on who could use it. When I was in my teens I think you could.

The Baths sub-committee is about the Guildhall. 1 tell you what,
anything to do with Health, Reggie Robinson of Croxton, he was Public Health
Officer, and his is the bungalow on the left just before you get to the church.
He could tell you about the time the dead cow got in there. I'm sure Mr
Robinson would know when it closed, but 1 think it was shortly after the new
pool was opened.

-7 .
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Martin's April 17th 1715 Sturgeon, 13 stone 7 and was 7 foot 8 inches
long and 1 yard 2 inches about. April 1737 7 foot 8 inches long weighing 13
stone 10 and a half pounds and a yard and 3 inches about, caught in Mill pit.
One in Severn, about 7 foot long, was presented to the King as a great rarity.
Mo staunches then, straight out to the sea.

I used to paddle at the iron bridges but I don't remember anyone
swimming there. It was all full of bricks and things. Paddling between the
bridges for tiddlers and things.

The Chalk workings, cart loads of stuff we put down one hole.
Another lot T had to fill up with solid concrete. Workings right up to Vicarage
Road. The Council, with Government grants, would have had a pool as we
grew larger. | don't think we'd have ever had it but for the town expansion. In
1947 the penny rate raised £65. What can you do with that, even in those days.
The average wage then was about £4 - 5. The pool fund worked jolly hard.

My father was an engineer at Burrells and became unemployed in 1929
when 1 was 14 and T had a hard job to get a job and my father couldn't pay
£100 year to teach me the trade of reporter. I swam in the pool a lot and
except in very bad weather you reckoned to get down every evening after
work, We would knock off at 5.30, have tea and reckon to have a half hour
before getting down there. There used to be quite gangs of us. I swam right up
to and including the early war years, when | was home on leave.

Williams brought those edges off Crown Lands for £100 and whopped
in application to put houses up there and I fought it tooth and nail, as I knew
Crown Lands would be in trouble if they had sold something for grazing for
£100 and he turned it into thousands. So | wasn't very popular but we got that
lovely open space there. T think the fund raisers wanted an outdoor pool.
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A THETFORD man swho deed last
week was one of the main forces
hehind & fand-raising elfort for the
awimmng poal

Thamas Senh, &ied V1, was borm
in the 1own, He mel g wilg
Gladys, in Dedham when e was in
the Royal Engirnecers, and they
maved hack i Thetfoed when ihey
married noarly 43 peas agn

In the zarly |55l Me Sl wes
ane of the Tounder mambers of the
Thedford Swimming Pasl commanes
el up Lo rase mancy W provide &
lown pool

The commitier maased 1housands
ol pounds which it gave 10 the bocal
coumcil. The cfMorts were rewarded
in 1972 with Lthe opeming of the
posal, mexi o the Breckland Leisure
Cenlre of Croxton Raad,

Fellaow commalles member
Brenda Young said: “He was an
imspiraticn fo us all, ke worked so0
hard 10 g2 1he mossy for ihe pool,
Ii's something people lend 1o lorged
alsigl Aiow, "

M Srl:ulh alsy reised money Bor
leukagmis research following the
Téi}:h al kg son from the iliness i

Ay well as his widow, Mr Smath
leaves a dawghier, Pairicia, wilh
whom he kept a family shop in
Magdalen Street Tor the last 18
vears. He died in & crash Tollowing
a heart atteck a1 the wheel of his
YER

The funcral was on Tuesday a1 Si
Cuikibert's Church

Thetford and Brandon Times, 29th July

Appendix 24



Appendix 23

Average Weekly Tote Takings 1961/5

Year Month Income  Numbery
£.s5.d

1261 March T3.04.00 1464
April A9, 18,00 1798

May 115.17.10 2301

June 130.00.03 2621

July 1371206 2752
August 135.12.10 2712
September 131.00.06 2622
October 145.13.05 13
Movember 145.13.10 1914
Dscember 1356.19.09 2740

1962  Japuary L4 02.09 2883
February 1. 1506 250

March 151.08.03 24

April 145, 14.06 015

May 148.13.00 X073

June 148.02.00 it

Tuly 147.12.00 Pt
August 1470405 1944
September 1460206 2923
Oicsober 145, 06,00 2906
Movember 143.08.06 2869
Diecember 145,01 .06 2902

1963 January 142.07.07 2848
February 141.18.09 2839

March 144.14.03 2854

April 137.01.09 2747

May 138.00.05 2750

Tune 134,02, 0% 2683

Tuly 131.06.10 2627
August 1:26,08.09 2529
September 124.06.05 2486
Ootober 123.06.10 I467
Movember 122,040 2445
Crecember 120, 00,06 2401

1964  January 115.06.10 2307
February 114.04.11 2285

March 1150300 2343

April 111.02.00 2232

May 111.03.11 2224

June 11000502 2205

July 109, 1%,00 2100
August 103,09, 10 2070
Seplember 107.14.00 2154
Ucinber 105.07.06 2108
Movember 102.15.08 2056
December OT.17.04 1957

1965  January 1000209 2003
February G, 06 |RET

March 103,15,02 2075

April 93.19.02 1879

My 93, 13.04 1873

Jupe 9 19.01 1859

July 0. 15.10 1816
Aupgust B4, 05,05 1725

Sentember 82,09, 046 1650
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Press Cuttings from the Thetford Women's Institute
Scrap Book - 1963 to1965

‘Big step’
towards

Thetford
.ppul

ﬁ RECENT meeting betwesn repre-
gentatives of Thetford Borouwgh
Couneil and the Swimming Peol Com-
mittee was descrived Iast night a= “a
big step forward" im the aim 1o have
a new open-air pool in use by 15964

The Mayor, Mr. B. P. F. Eaglen, who

wat ehalrman at the podl mecting.
moved at last night's mesting of the

Tewn [Develepment and Flenning Cam-
ittee thai the recommendaliong be
accepled, The commifies unanlmously
spproved the pecommandations.

The new poal will bo 118 fL. long ha
| &2 ft, wide, thus making it suilabic Inr
| enmpetition swimming. T will be |
deep at ine shallow end indreasine 10

The committes dismiseed the poui-
mility of adepting an American grid
system far g on the industrial
exiate, and followed the palicy of
athor mew Egwni = pEmieg thaie
sirogts alfter Famows industrialisti-
Wamat chosgm for three roads om
itha teo Landorm Momd astales ware
Burrgll, Stephesisn  and  Caxton
Way, amd Fer Lhres cubs-desac,
Faraday, Kelvin and Mapier Flaso.

11 fi. Beneath the propofed onenielre
_Er'.i heard &pd  three-metre  diviog
| b,

The Development Committee airccﬂ
imat the Borough Englmees, Mr W0 I
¥. Jennings, shoubd proceed wilth e
liminary work on tho design of & st
mirg ponl on theEe linds.

1. further sgreed that ihe  wploos
shoigld be submiited ad gosn as nessibi
e Mocfolk Education Commilles with a
request for & grapt, and wilh & v
2o tenders heing Imvited early in 1805
10 enable the pool ta Be consirecisc
in tieg for the 1963 SekEcm.

Mr, Jennings waE gmpowersd o
omploy o Arm Lo mEke Lest barings on
the sitc hetween ihg Little Ouse and
Brandon Bomd 16 ssceriain ground o
ditions, Mr. Fasten comminied that
thore would be fn peind in gring aheod
if the eile proved to ke unealiable

| probably he orranged 1o
main  enftrance  facing
Tha :Euunlblhty ef the
fagd mately will k&
W

u
the ol will - b
i 5 H,.'I'..I:I'_"_l_\. -~

Eastern Daily Press
Sth July, 1964

FIRST ‘YES®’
TO BATHING
POOL PLA‘N

Pr_..ms for a £50,000 swlmming
popl  on  the Brenden Road
pecaived approval in principle at last
plght's mesting of Thetford Town
caupcll. aliknugh therg wad a bid
ta constder moving the entice schemne
10 the opposile side af ihe river

The schéme, outlined by the Barough
Enginese &nd Syrveyor [Me. W. R
Jepningsl @& for A champignship
difnansion ol with 'a separale diving
pocl ralsed some four feet higher at
ane e
This, he seid, was because, he water
table was only eitghl Teet below the
guclface and to go desper would oom.
plizate the oxcavalions.

TWOPENNY EATE

¢ the total eost, bt is estimated that
£30,000 will have o he ek by 1ha
Counell, after caniributiors from That
{ard Swimniing Pool Fund whigh has
hesn raising maoney fnT a nuniher af
sarn. ahd  Trom  porfolk -Education

ommliiee. _

Afler eomsidering estimated recelpts
anfd FUNRINE #XponLes ihg pool would
sl Lhe tows Jusl aver @ Vwnpen vy ralE
gaidl e Tawn Clerk Mg, W Flli=
Clarke)

The Council approved Lhe scheme
and agread thei ingulries shinuld b=
made aboul Loan sanclios, that a gran
application theuld Eu 15 Worfolk Edica-
tien Cemmities, and thal worklng draw
ings should Bp prepsred

OPTIONAL ITEMS

Follawing this, wrlers will he soughi
&t iean as poasihie wnd the bille ol
q.l';hl'llr!-' pregaryd in sarh & war thel
i temdears  espgeded 1ne gatimaLit
gikgle (tems lke the diving penl or
bufel accammodatinl CcRA b ©af oul
{ar the lima belng.

Mpmhbess  innught 1 woull e oA
myistake Lo dnwer tho general slandard
mroposed.  The (&R wes n{lrl lavish,
bt It wosld provide m pool of reasar-
able stamdard for Lhe town

Lord Fisher #suggested  thoy mighi
casider Peating Lhd pnol Tar aboul six
manthe of the yeAr S0 A8 Lo Increase
{15 use, but he (st § motlen Ghel they
ghauld look At the possinllity of shilftkng
ihe eniire scheme to.what seemied &
petter slie on the oiher slde of Ifll.

S ]

plmbraggyi s e

Thetford & Watton Times
8th February, 1965

—
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Press Cuttings from the Thetford Women's Institute
Scrap Book - 1963 tol1965

? TthfﬂI‘dl falks
on swim pool |
deadlock

A sib-camimitios nf Thetlord
| Bargaigh Couneil are Lo boid a moclig |
wilh Tieprescilatives i Thellais
Swimming Pool Fund Comsmilloe Lu iy
| &pdl resolve Wbhe deadlock  which Das
prizen ower Lhe gueestbon of & site Lor

the new pool

At Tuesdays meeling of the Coundil
It was reported Lhal o Wiker hag been
pecebvel Tram the Swimelag Pugl Com
mitice  nsking  whether  the  Louncil
cuiuld mow egme 19 0 decision reganiling
i siting of the puol They said yhey
would preder it Ly he built vn Lhe 10
adjmacenl te Castle Park  which  hod
ariglnally been purchascd fur Lhis pur
posC.

The Town Clopk, Mr. W. Ellis Clarko,
stafed Lhal the Counrl had osiginslly
appraved the slling of the pesl near
Castle Park and bnd, in f&cl, made A
planring spplicalion Lo this efcol, O
Jections 1o the giling wers PRl i hx
Wik the Minigtey of Houslng aod oc
Government  and the Coundy Flanming
Depurtmeent and by Ceuncll had suab
seguenily agreed bn oprinciple o Lae

|;|:Ij heing buill o land off Oraoaden

R,

MAP WIEWS AWAITED

| I - sny event, b wag sieted -no firm
deglaion  could bo o talon . unlil. Lhe
Mirister's views on the Town Map were
K nenicii,

Me W, MeFarlane sald the Swimming
Pool Fund -Commlitée’! wope going
through & rathcr unfortunale and dil.
eult time &t 'the moment It would Bo &
great pity If they lolded up how wikh §o
much already &Ehbovnd. 1
e The: H.IFL-'- Lard Flgher) Mro G J.
Sear, Mr. H.

{tha Paol Commiites-1o discuss. the sites
Rl pikor matlers' cencorning the g
rpoed peolgrite it

Eastern Daily Press
22nd January, 1968

POOL DECISION
BRINGS APPEAL

A‘_H oppeal has been lodged
agzingt the refusal of Che
Morfolk Coundy Courell to idue
g certificode af cliernative use
for tomd of Brandom Read ear
marked for. Thetford's proposed
auimmm Eui. A public i
quiry held next Moy,

Thetford Borough Council
heard on  Tuesdoy that the
recelver jor the G. Williams
Engingering Company Lid. hos

pealed apaint Cotshiy

uncily refutEl do isgie the
certificate for the lond, whick is
roned £ the Thetford Town Mop
for recreational PuUrpoEes and

hife em 2
P he Touwn Clerk (M. W. Ellis
Clzrke) aaid the lond in ques-
fion iz fhe site previously dar
marked for the construction of [f
the new simming pool and
recreational area )

The Minisgtry of Howsing and
Local Gopermment propose to
held o public inguiry inte the
appeal on May 18th .

W, Johmson. ard Br. T, 1.
Lask - were -appeinted  1o:q the '« sube|
comimliies o mesl ropresontatlves of |

(Y] :'""r" o iy
N 1 e —— et L

Thetford & Watton Times
9th September, 1965



Introduction to Bathing at Thetford by Sarah Batstone,
donated to Tales from the River

The Historical Development of Bathing at Thetford, Norfolk: from Small Rural to Expanded
Town, S.A K. Batstone, 1994.

This document, a degree dissertation, was donated by Alan E Batstone 3 May 2022. The
author, his daughter Dr Sarah Batstone (1971-2021), was brought up in Thetford from age 2
and knew the river pool. She chose bathing at Thetford for an academic presentation for
her Honours degree in Sport at Birmingham university. She was a keen competitive
swimmer with Thetford Dolphins and was an ASA coach tutor for many years.

Mr Batstone explained that this academic piece of work, fully referenced and based largely
on interview and contact with older people who knew Thetford in 1880's and on, also
includes a lot of documented archive research, and would be of great interest to anyone
seriously researching the river pool.

Dr Batstone subsequently went on to research the development of bathing at Thetford
and Birmingham and prepared a doctorate thesis in the History Department of
Birmingham University in 2000. That thesis is available online.

The dissertation examines the history of river bathing at Thetford, focusing particularly on
late 19th century to 1960s/1970s, looking at attitudes, facilities, swim places, conditions,
users, including collecting accounts from interviews with local people and research from
archives. It looks at changes in the expanding town and moves towards building an indoor
swimming pool. It also mentions the spa and public bathing needs and facilities. Included
are images and a hand drawn map of bathing places to illustrate the work.

Mr Batstone and his family have expressed their wish that this work be appreciated and of
use and interest. The Tales from the River project and The Brecks Fen Edge and Rivers
Landscape Partnership Scheme (of which the project is a part) are very grateful for this
generous donation which will be extremely valuable to the project.

Note prepared in consultation with Mr Batstone and his family by Imogen Radford, July 2022





