THE RELIEF CHANNEL FROM DENVER TO BARTON MILLS 
The Ruston Bucyrus 5 W machines have been used to remove coal from the open cast mine sites. They were transported to the Denver site and assembled from many different parts. 
The Ruston Bucyrus 5 W machines 
The 5 represents the size of the machine and the digging bucket used which would be 5 cubic yards. The W represents that it is a walking machine as opposed to tracks for moving the machine about. The base on which the machine stood was 21 feet in diameter and was moved from pontoon on each
side. The ground, which had to be level and firm as possible, was prepared by a caterpillar bulldozer. This could be a problem when the weather and the ground was very wet letting the flat tub move around. 
I was employed in the assembly gang and when one of the machines was completed and ready for use, I was employed as engine man. This meant that I looked after the machine doing maintenance and lubrication and checking for faults.
Tommy, the driver of the machine, taught me to drive and when it was decided to do a double shift of 12 hours, I was given the job on that machine and therefore had a new engine man and banksman. There was a machine operating on both sides of the channel. 
Throughout the course of the river we witnessed many interesting things. We had a target as to how much we were expected to dig and reaching the target was an incentive to reach the number of earth removed. If a machine removed 26,000 cubic yards per week, there was a bonus paid. The handicap was that we had to shape the banks meaning that small pieces were sometimes removed in order to keep the sides looking respectable. The banksman only had a hand tool so he needed help in shaping the bank. 
The name of the contractor doing the project was Sir Lyndsay Parkinson. You may find about the project on Wikipedia with the heading "River — Little Ouse". 
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