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features a large Tudor fireplace, instzlled after the Reformation - as
were the first-floor windows along the southwest wall, Ground-foor
winidons added at the same time are alsovisible. The gothic arch (see Photo redits
phota averleaf), has been glazed after being boarded up for many c
years, This impressive window provides a glimpse of the old bam
which is now a suite of offices for Trust staff.
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The Nunnery of 5t George

y the time of King Canute (1016=1035), Thetford was a town of great
T wias the fifth largest town in England and, as the nver
v iy l pasly forded, it was extremely prosperous

Dunng this peniod, a
Eenedictine monastery
was founded on this site
by Lhius, the first abbot
of Bury 5t Edmunds, in
memary of King Edmund
wha had fallen in a battle
wath the Danes at Nunan's
Bridpes. Al first, the
monastery thrived but the

salting up of the meer and subsequent |oss of trade, pul great pressure on
the relimous houses in the town. By 1160, the monastery was poverty-
sncken and the two surviving religious members, Toleard and Andrew,
asked to withdraw. At their suggestion, Benedidting nuns who were lving
at lyng, took over the site. The Abbot assigned them the Thetford parsh
churches of 5t. Benedict and All Saints and all other assets that belonged
to the ahbey of Bury within the limits of Thetford. In return, the proress
undertook to be in alf respects faithiul and obedient to the abbot”
The Thetiord nuns
remamed graatly in
the shadow of the
monks of 5. Edmund
and for two cenfunes
even their food -
cooked meat, 35
loaves of bread and
96 gallons of beer per
week - were brought
by cart from Bury 5t
Edmunds. Eventually, in 1369, due to regular robbenies and assaults on
the servants and the nccasional unsatisfactory state of the provisions on
armival, the uns were provided with money, com and barley to enable
them to make their own bread and beer and to procure meat ocally,

Between 12 and 20 nurs and their servants lived at the Nunnery
at any given time, For many years they thrived, thanks largely to rent
received from lznd at lyng and 1o chanlable donations, particularhy from
Incal aristocracy. However, by the 14% Century, visits from the bishop

revealed that mcome was diminishing and by 1520 °. . the nurnery was
very poor’. The notes from these visitations also reveal interesting details
about the private ves of the nuns, including a kawsuit in 1438 between

Hlice Wesenham, the prioress, and the rector of Lyng with regard 1o 2

land depute and i July 1552, it was reported that Silence wos scarcely
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After the Dissolution

T’IE‘ Nunnery was dissohved in February 1537 and the Prioress,
Elizabath Hathe,

Was EIVEN 4 pensicn
of £5, which she

still received at the
age of 100, when
shewas lving s @
goad and cathalich
wnian, in the
paren of St James,
Moewich,

ust before the
Reformation, many ;
of the domestic
busildings were destroyed by fire, which also damaged part of the
Church. Af this time, the property was privatised and bought by 5ir
Richard Fulmerstan, a major landowmer in the area and a relation of the
ke of Morfolk. The Munnery was converted to a house, known as
The Place and it i still possitde to see the stone mullion windows that
were added at this time. The next owner, Sir Edward Clere, entertained
Cueen Elizabeth | during ber Anglian Progress on 27 August, 1578,

Many architectural details from this period can be seen today, induding
wincow frames and a fireplace.

At the beginning of the 17" Cenbury (. 16100, 2 small country house
wvas bult nest to the Chapel remains. OfF this, the portal of the front dosor,
which faces the Munnery Garden, and
the panelling of two rooms sunave being
inconporated into the curment square
house, which was built to replace it
0740,

Civer the years, the land and buildings
have been used for a vaniety of purposes,
inchuding farming, grain storage and
threshing. In the arly part of the 20
Century, the Chapel was tumned into a
stable by racehorse breeder and owner
Marcel Viaripati, but his enterprise failed
during the Depression,  Later, a grain dryer was installed and, for many
years, the historic buildings were largely out of sight, concealed behind
rmodem additions,

I the grounds of the House and Nunnery, stand further remains of
the original 12" Century buildings. This is believed to have been the
Infirmary (for both nuns and the local community) and a separate area
for visitors. The outside stair to a first floor would have allowed the
healthy nuns 1o visit the sick without risking close contact.

The Architecture

T he oldest existing remains - the Church and the gable end of the
Chapter House - date back to the late 12% Century. The design of
the site would have
been similar to other
local Benedichine
foundations, with
clomsters between
the current house
and the Church. An
L-shaped Block of
domestic buildings,
refectory and

— = kitchens on the
ground floor and sleeping quarters above would have occupied much
of the house area and abutted
the south fransept.

The most impartant building
at the Nunnery is the Conventual
Church of 5t. George. This is the
church built at the end of the 12t
Century, when the nuns maved
onto the site, The Church consists
of 2 long nave, which extends an
impressive 140 feet (43 metres).
This runs east - west with a south
transept. The north transept no
longer exists but would have
mirrored the south and arches
would have vaulted across the
nave, Sections of the original 12% Century wall still exist but the north
wall was largely remodelled in the 15t Century,






